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Greenwood Resources

Jeff Nuss

Each month we will profile a different
member company and contact person

Jeff Nuss of Greenwood Resources was recently elected to the Western
Hardwood Board of Directors.  He has been active in the Association for
several years and was a speaker at Symposium III in October 2003.  Nuss is
founder and President of GreenWood Resources, which focuses on the
development and management of high yield/fast growing tree farms,
predominantly hardwood.  They currently manage over 10,000 acres of poplar
tree farms in the Pacific Northwest, and are expanding opportunities into the
Midwest, Southeast, Chile and China.  He is a native Oregonian and earned his
Bachelor of Science degree in BioResource Engineering and Masters in Civil
Engineering from Oregon State University in Corvallis, OR, with an emphasis
on resource management and policy.  He has over 17 years of agricultural and
forestry experience.

Contact Jeff Nuss at Greenwood Resources, PO Box 5905, Portland, OR
97228 phone: (503) 274-0438, fax: (503) 478-0751, and email:
jnuss@greenwoodresources.com.
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Host a New Member
First year , f irst time introductory membership is only
$150.  Please contact the Association off ice by phone or
email and an application will be sent out.  New members
can also sign up online at www.westernhardwood.org by
clicking the “ join the WHA today”  link on the Member
Info page.

Be a Newsletter Sponsor
The board approved offering sponsorships of the

March, June, September, and December newsletters.
Total cost $400 per issue, can be split among a maximum
of 4 sponsors per issue.  Contact the WHA off ice by
phone or email to sign up now!

News in the News
  HARDWOOD L UMBER SUPPLIERS note

good business conditions as the year comes to a cl ose on
the West Coast.  Most of those interviewed by the
National Hardwood Magazine were upbeat and said that
their companies were enjoying a record year.  Popl ar is
one suppli er’ s best selling item over the past three
months, and he expects that to continue.

An Oregon alder sawmiller said the market was very
good.  He notes that they are enjoying good business,
logs are coming in at a good rate and they are beginning
to build l og inventory for the winter.  He also sees the
market staying about the same through the next three
months, wi th a slow down during the month of
December.

In a Hardwood Review Express editorial , several
areas of the market show active outlooks.  Distribution
yards are f inding sales very good, with local demand
from cabinet and architectural  millwork shops being
driven by the strong housing market.  The f looring
industry continues to boom, wi th more companies
entering the market.  A stronger economy should help the
furniture industry, but more plant closings have been
announced as furniture sales f rom domestic producers
remain slower than many would like.  Driven by the
housing market, kitchen cabinet sales are quite good, and
several manufacturers are expanding or building new
plants.  M illwork plants are busy, especially those
making stair products.  In wood components, the demand
for cabinet doors has been steady, while demand for
furniture components has been slow.  Pallet
manufacturers are caught between a rock and a hard
place.  On one hand, raw mater ials are in short supply
and more expensive; on the other hand, it has been
diff icult to raise pallet prices.  Exports through June
2004 total ed 658 million board feet, 10% ahead of last
year’ s pace.

The outlook - while there has been some slowing in

sales of upper-grade KD ash, prices have steadied.  Birch
will remai n strong, although the rapid growth of the past
year has peaked.  Fair demand for cottonwood from
export markets is the good news; overall sales and prices
will be f l at.  Poplar has some problems.  Demand f or #1
and #2 common can change quickly depending upon the
health of Chinese markets.

OREGON’ S FOREST COMPARE well globally,
according to a new OFRI/OSU report.  While the concept
of sustainable forest management has been around f or
many decades, more recently it  has taken on a broader
meaning than the ability of a forest to sustain wood yield.
At the same time, decisions made in Oregon about f orest
policy and practice both influence and are influenced by
conditions through the nation and the rest of the world.
Moreover, changes in the world’ s ecological, economic
and social  conditions in the past few decades have
affected the sustainability of  forests worldwide and have
had a dramatic effect on global markets.  This, in turn, has
expanded the scope of choices to be made in Oregon over
the future shape and direction of the state’ s forest
enterprise.

In a new OFRI/OSU report, Oregon’ s forest
Sustainabi lity in a Global Context, Dr. Hal Salwasser,
dean of the OSU College of Forestry, and writer Gail
Wells examine how Oregon forests are influenced by
outside factors and how decisi ons made in Oregon about
forest pol ity and practice have impacts in other countries
and regions.  They also look at how Oregon forests stack
up against the rest of the wor ld according to
internationally accepted criteria of environmental , social
and economic sustainability.  The report concluded that
Oregon has a strong forestry i nfrastructure, the research
capability  and political will to solve those probl ems that
remain unsolved, some of the world’ s greatest forest
resources and the capacity to manage them for the whole
range of social benefits in an environmentally sensitive
way.

THE ROAD TO FOREST POLICY of the Bush
Administration began to change with the appointments of
Ann Veneman, Secretary of Agri culture, and Mark Rey,
Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment
according to an article in the Hardwood Review Express.
Veneman subsequently appointed Dale Bosworth as
Forest Service Chief.  These appointments represented a
change from the anti-use slant of the previous
administration.  Mark Rey, especially, can be considered a
friend to the forest products industry, having served as a
past vice president of the AF& PA.  This trio and President
Bush have enacted one major change to national forest
policy and quietly set the stage for more to follow since
2001.  Mark Rey’ s assistant, M erlin Bartz, was the
Association’ s dinner speaker at its 2003 annual meeting.

The Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 was



signed into law by President Bush on December 3, 2003.
Among other things, it sharply  streamlined the complex
environmental analyses required of forest management
plans, all owing federal land agencies to use the best
science available to actively mange land.

The Forest Service proposed changes to the Roadless
Area Conservation Rule on July  12, 2004, which
President Clinton enacted by executive orders just days
before President Bush’ s inauguration.  Clinton’ s
Roadless Rule made nearly all human development,
mining, forest management and timber harvesting il legal
on some 58 million acres of “i nventoried roadless areas” .
Then on July 21, 2004, the House Resources Committee
passed two bills out of committee that represent the f irst
steps to reforming the 30-year  old Endangered species
Act (ESA).  The sound Science for ESA Planning Act of
2004, HR 1662, would establish standards for the quality
of scienti f ic data required for ESA designations and
subject every proposed ESA listing and recovery pl an to
review by an independent panel  of non-biased scientists.
HR 2933, the Critical Habitat Reform Act, would al low
the Fish and Wildlife Service to consider the economic
impacts to a community before designating a habitat
“critical”  to an endangered species.  I t would also work
to limit critical habitat desi gnations to only those areas
currently used by the species.

Outside of  the forest, President Bush’ s tax polici es
have benef ited small businesses, a category in whi ch
most hardwood companies fall.

FAMILY FOREST OWNERS from all around
western Washington met on August 28th, and near ly
seventy landowners received expert information and
advice about red alder ecology , stand management,
quality and sorts, processing, prices, and economi cs.  The
event was sponsored by WSU Extension, the DNR Forest
Stewardshi p program, the Washi ngton Farm Forestry
Association, and WHA member Washington Alder, in
cooperation with the UW Rural Technology Initiative,
WHA, the Washington Hardwoods Commission, the
OSU Hardwood Silviculture Cooperative, and OSU
Cooperative Extension.

Glenn Ahrens, OSU Extension Forester and past
Education contact for WHA, led tree farmers through an
introducti on to red alder ecol ogy, describing such things
as optimal  growth sites, geographic and elevation ranges,
nitrogen-f ixing capacity, and disease and decay
resistance.  The ecology introduction was followed by
Andy Bluhm, Asst. Director of the Hardwood
Silviculture Cooperative at OSU.  Bluhm shared the
research that he has been involved with, as well as the
research of other alder specialists.  His discussi ons
focused on “how-to”  types of i nformation and rationale,
including controlling competing vegetation, regeneration
and stocki ng levels, thinning and pruning.

The participants also visited the Washington Alder

mill where the class was guided through the sawmil l, kiln,
and sorting warehouse.  The mi ll was in full swing for the
group, and they were given ample time for questions.
WHA member , Allan Feisst of Fencourt Farm, said, “ the
alder mill  visit was an excell ent addition to the
educational program” .

After the scaling and processi ng tour, Dick Whitmore,
resource manager at Washington Alder, shared his
thoughts on the positive outlook for managing for red
alder.  Larry Mason from RTI shared his economic
analysis research for managing alder.  The workshop
wrapped up with a question-answer session where
landowners had a chance to ask  follow-up questions from
the panel of speakers.  WSU Ex tension Forestry Agent
Andy Perleberg said the on-line streaming video al lows
others to virtually attend the workshop by accessi ng it at
http://ext.nrs.wsu.edu/Video/i ndex.htm.  To learn more
about WSU Extension programs, call Andy at (360)427-
4270 or send an email to andyp@wsu.edu.

WASHINGTON’S BOARD OF NATURAL
RESOURCES adopted a western Washington trust land
sustained harvest that will produce 5.97 billion board feet
(westside harvest) over the planning decade 2007 – 2016
inclusive.

While DNR extends this sustained harvest calculation
for several decades, the agency is required by statute to
recalculate the harvest every decade.  Estimated harvests
beyond 2016 are not reliable and should not be used as
such.  Their primary purpose is to ensure no major
disruptions occur as a result of today’s land management
decisions.  The adopted harvest appears to fall well within
reasonable boundaries.  We caution that the above
numbers are best estimates that will change, perhaps
substantially, due to unforeseen events, e.g. catastrophic
weather, substantial market changes, etc.

A new chapter opens when environmentalists file suit
to block the Board’s actions.  They will file a complaint
most likely using Washington’s State Environmental
Policy Act and challenge some aspect of the process.  That
action is expected within the next thirty days.

BE SURE TO MARK  your calendars for the next
WHA Annual Meeting.  It will be held June 24-28, 2005 at
Sunriver Resort in Sunriver, OR.  A big celebration of the
50th anniversary of the Western Hardwood Association is
being planned.  You won’t want to miss it!

FOR MEMBERS ONLY – a free banner ad on
WHA’s website is available as a member benefit. Check
out the WHA website, www.westernhardwood.org.  In
addition you can access the monthly newsletters and the
membership directory there.  The Western Hardwood
Association logo is also available to place on member sites
Please call or email the office if you have any questions or
to request the WHA logo for your website.



Sept ember  27-28, 2004

Lumber  Qual i t y &  Process Cont r ol

OSU

Corv al l i s, OR

e-mai l :

f orest ry .out reach.educat i on@oregonst at e.edu    

Sept ember  29-Oct ober  2 , 2004

NHLA Annual  Meet i ng

Sherat on Cent re Toront o Hot el

Toront o, Canada

e-mai l :       k .ter ry@nhla.com      

Sept ember  29-Nov ember  10, 2004

Coached Forest  St ewar dshi p Pl anni ng

Lewi s Count y ,WA

emai l :       sgray @wsu.edu        (Shei l a Gray )

December  6-9, 2004

H ow t o Dr y Lumber  for  Qual i t y & Pr of i t

OSU

Corv al l i s, OR

ht tp : / /out reach.cof.orst .edu/ l mbrdry i ng    

J anuar y 15-17, 2005

West er n Pal l et  Associ ati on Annual  Meet ing

Rancho M i rage, CA
e-mail:       wpa@westernpallet.org    

M arch 23-25, 2005

Red Al der :  A Stat e of  Knowledge Symposium

Hub Bal l room, Uni v ersi ty  o f Washi ngt on

Seat t l e, WA

e-mai l :       wha@west ernhardwood.org    

J une 24-28, 2005

West er n H ardwood Associat i on Annual  M eet i ng

Sunr i v er , OR

e-mai l :       wha@west ernhardwood.org    

The Western Hardwood Association wants this newsletter to be
your source of information. If you know of any upcoming events
that would be of interest to our readers, please contact the WHA
office, 360/835-1600.  We will be happy to list any upcoming
meetings or events. Please keep in mind that this is a monthly
newsletter.  We will need any new meeting dates by the first of
each month. Thank you for your cooperation.
The Hardwood Stand is mailed quarterly.  The regular monthly issues
will be sent by e-mail  and available on the website.  Please be sure we
have your correct email address.  We know you want to be included!

Up Coming Meetings

Take a look inside!
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